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Quotes of the Week 

  

“Teenagers are philosophers. They are thinking about the big 
things like existence and identity at a time when their identities 

are changing so fast. “    --Matt Haig 

“We have to really educate ourselves in a way about who we are, 
what our real identity is.”  

---Deepak Chopra 

DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 

Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5 

  

THIS WEEK’S QUOTE  

As promised, I am sharing a bit about our “Tiny Tuesday” advisory lesson 
this week so that you can join our dialogue and have conversations at home 
with your children in support of this work. In our “Tiny Tuesday” lesson 
this week, students and faculty will begin discussions about identity and 
explore how identity impacts the way we interact with others in our school 
community.  Students will view a video created by and featuring our faculty 
members talking about their own identities. It is important that we first 
model and take the risks that we ask of our students. 

In talking about our identity, we follow the constructs of the Facing History 
Curriculum, identifying some traits that people might readily notice and 
others that they do not.  We separate traits between “inside” and “outside” 
and then map them with students on a silhouette.  “Inside” traits are not 
only difficult to see, but they are individual like personality and beliefs. 
“Outside” traits might be visible but many are not.  Outside traits describe 
the groups with which we identify or belong such as family groups, religious 
groups, gender groups, and racial and ethnic groups.   



Initially our students will look to list those traits that are more comfortable 
to share like memberships in clubs or teams, but through our work on Tiny 
Tuesday and also in our ensuing November 1st community day, we hope to 
have students dig a bit deeper along side all of us to explore how their 
memberships in groups impact and influence how they interact with 
others.  From this, we will discuss and model how individuals with different 
identities interact in respectful and tolerant ways, and how we identify 
commonalities that make up our shared community values.  Identity maps 
are not new to many of our students, but through this activity on Tuesday 
and November 1st, we will be asking students to look a bit deeper into their 
identity, acknowledging as Matt Haig noted above, that their identities are 
fluid and every changing.   

As I mentioned, our faculty is already grappling with some of these issues 
through our continued work on Courageous Conversations about Race and 
prior work on identity.  Why is this important to our school community? As 
I shared with the Day Faculty in our August opening day meeting, we strive 
to create environments for higher level learning and actualization in our 
students, and yet the pathway to that lofty goal, is to first create a school 
environment that meets our students’ basic needs of safety, belonging and 
acceptance. Our work this Tuesday and then on our November 1st school-
wide community day is just the first step in achieving that foundational 
goal. 

Prior to November 1st, I will again be sharing with all of you the lessons and 
agenda for our school-wide community day so that you can initiate 
conversations at home to support our learning.  This week, you can support 
our Tuesday lesson by discussing identity with your child, perhaps even 
talking about your own traits and how they impact how you view the world. 
I am excited by the potential impact of this work in creating not only 
respectful and tolerant citizens of our school community, but of our world 
in general. Most importantly, I am excited about the impact of this work on 
creating a safe and inclusive school where are students feel comfortable 
walking through the door every day.  Thank you for your partnership. 

  

FALL PLAY 

This year the Day Middle School 7th and 8th graders under the guidance of 
the fabulous Ms. McGettrick will be performing Charlotte’s Web for the fall 



play. Play performances will be on Thursday, October 25th and Friday, 
October 26th. Tickets are on sale at lunch this week. 

  

PARENT VISITING DAYS 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for Parent Visiting Days this past 
week. We were thrilled by the number or participants and greatly 
appreciate your support. 

If you were not able to visit this past week, you will have other 
opportunities during parent coffees and also upcoming parent 
conferences.  Information about parent conferences will be shared in the 
next few weeks as they begin at the end of November. 

8th GRADE TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Just a reminder, that the deadline for enrolling your child in the 
Washington D.C. Trip is November 2, 2018 and is fast approaching.  I have 
attached the enrollment information to this email.  

Students will be receiving more information about how they will be 
assigned roommates and groups this week. They will be allowed to select 
groups of 4 that they would like to room with, and with the support of 8th 
grade teachers and guidance counselors, we will do our best to honor all 
roommate requests.  We will also be supporting students who need help in 
identifying roommates.  Some students may identify only one student that 
they choose to room with, and in that case, we will match groups of 
students.  That said, we will not begin the roommate selection process until 
April, but I am sharing this information now, as it seems to be a common 
question and concern for students considering the trip.   

Also important to note, there will be an alternative program at Day for 
students who choose not to attend the trip, but attendance on the D.C. trip 
or at school is still expected and any absences that week of June 11th will not 
be excused.  Please email me directly if you or your child has any questions, 
or if you are in need of financial assistance in order to enroll. 

  

GRADE 6 PROGRESS REPORTS 



6th grade teachers, as they described at Back to School Night, have been 
assessing the skills of their students as they relate to the transition to 
middle school, including work habits, homework completion, and 
organization. They will be sharing students’ progress in those skill areas in 
a Developmental Report that they will send home with students on Friday, 
October 26th.  Because this progress report date is later than the other 
grades, 6th grade teachers will reach out to individual parents if there are 
any concerns with student progress prior to that date.  6th graders WILL 
NOT receive Term 1 report cards.  

Beginning in Term 2, 6th graders will receive mid-term progress reports and 
end of term report cards reflecting grades. The 6th grade teachers have 
found this method to be most effective in assessing and communicating 
student progress as they transition from the elementary to the middle level. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s 
teachers or guidance counselors. 

YOUTH RISK BEHAVIORAL SURVEY 

Just as a reminder, the district will be administering the Youth Behavioral 
Risk Survey at the middle school level on October 30, 2018. Information 
was sent out to parents last week about this survey. Parents must email me 
directly if they are choosing to opt their child out of participation.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

A CHANGE IN DATE: PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE 

The November Principal’s Coffee has been changed to Thursday, November 
15, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. Our guest speakers will be Wellness Teachers, Mr. 
Landau and Mr. Lunin, who will speak about health and wellness topics 
that related to middle school students as well as discuss the health 
screenings that will take place this year. 

TWITTER 

For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily 
events at Day, follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 

  

SAVE THE DATE: 



Thursday, October 25, 2018 and Friday, October 26, 2018:  Fall Play 

Friday, October 26, 2018:  Grade 6 Term 1 Developmental Reports 

Thursday, November 1, 2018: Early Release Day – Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, November 7, 2018:  Evening PTO Principal Coffee at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, November 12, 2018:  No School – Veteran’s Day 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018: School Council Meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018:  Early Release- Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 

Thursday, November 22, 2018 – Friday, November 23, 2018:  No School – 
Thanksgiving Recess 

All the best, 

Jackie Mann 

F. A. Day Principal 

jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 

Washington D.C. Trip 


